
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text BULLETIN to (833) 786-0733 to receive this week’s bulletin to your smart device. 

Sunday Worship Celebration 
JUNE 27, 2021 • 11:45 AM • • PRIDE SUNDAY 

• GATHERING • 

INVITATION TO WORSHIP Victor Greene 

WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS  

HYMN “Draw the Circle Wide”  (Gordon Light; Mark Miller)  

 Summer Choir • Ann Wazelle, soloist 

Draw the circle, draw the circle wide. 
Draw the circle, draw the circle wide. 
No on stand alone, we’ll stand side by side. 
Draw the circle, draw the circle wide. 

REPEAT 

Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still. 
Let this be our song: no one stands alone. 
Standing side by side— 
Draw the circle, draw the circle wide. 

• REFLECTING • 

MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES Alesha Borbo Kilayko 
 “Siyahamba” (South African Traditional Song) 
 Terreno Burroughs 

We are marching in the light of God, 
we are marching in the light of God. 

What is art & soul? 
Pablo Picasso once said,  

“Art washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life.” 
Art & Soul at Middle Church is — 

A cool drink of art for your soul, and a chance to bathe in Love. 
Worship at night, outside and in between the lines. 
Fantastic music that makes you get off your feet or weep. 
Sermons that are bold, meaningful, and make you think. 
A safe space to be unsure of Spirit, but to lean into it anyway. 
A powerful pause from the busy, and a way to jumpstart your heart. 

Art & Soul is The Word Made Art. 
Come again next week, and bring a friend. 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK: HOW TO BE HOT, HOLY, AND 
HUMBLE 
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LAST WEEK: THE GREATEST LOVE OF ALL 
• tk 

• tk 

• tk 

•  
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MIDDLE RISING Ben Perry 

LORD’S PRAYER / PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE        Ben Perry 
Ever-loving and holy God, hallowed be your name. Your reign come, your will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins,  
as we forgive those who sin against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us  
from evil, for yours is the reign, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

CONGREGATIONAL AMEN    Riqi Vélez 

PASSING OF THE PEACE    Dianne Galashaw and Lila Boyer 

ANTHEM “Hallelujah” from Christ on the Mount of Olives  (Ludwig van Beethoven) 
 Middle Church Choir 

SCRIPTURE Matthew 5.13–16 Shari Carpenter 

SERMON “Flaming” Wesley Rowell 

• RESPONDING • 

INVITATION TO JOIN THE MOVEMENT     Drew Wutke 

OFFERTORY “Together”   (Kirk Franklin, Joel Smallbone, Luke Smallbone, Ran Jackson, Josh  

  Kerr, Ricky Jackson; arr. John Del Cueto/Dionne McClain-Freeney) 
 Jerriese Johnson Gospel Choir • Kristina Nicole Miller and Ivan Anderson, leads	

Donate at middlechurch.org/donate or Venmo @MiddleCollegiateChurch  
or Text GIVE to 917-924-4666 

DEDICATION PRAYER  Victor Greene 

HYMN “I’m Coming Out” (Bernard Edwards and Nile Rodgers) 
 Jerriese Johnson Gospel Choir 

CHORUS  
I’m coming out. 
I want the world to know, got to let it show. 
I’m coming out. 
I want the world to know, got to let it show. 

https://www.middlechurch.org/donate/
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There’s a new me coming out, 
And I just have to live, and I just want give 
I’m completely positive. 
I think, this time around 
I am gonna do it, like you never knew it. 
Oh, I’ll make it through 
The time has come for me to break out of the shell 
I have to shout that I am coming out. 

CHORUS 

BENEDICTION  Jacqui Lewis 

POSTLUDE  

PARTICIPATING IN THE CELEBRATION • For all credits, visit YouTube.com/MiddleChurch. 

“Together” • Middle Church Band: BAASSIK, bass guitar; Bernice Brooks, drums; Jonathon Peretz, 
percussion; Jeremy Price, Hammond organ; Dionne McClain-Freeney, Musical Director and 
piano. Mixed by Gary Posner at Whirled Music Studios. 

“Draw the Circle Wide” • © 2008 Abingdon Press, admin. by The Copyright Company. CCLI License # 11247152 

“I’m Coming Out” • © 1980 Bernard’s Other Music and Sony Songs, Inc. All Rights for Bernard’s Other Music. 
Administered by Warner Tamerlane Publishing Corp. All Rights Reserved. 

Sermon in Action 
THIS WEEK: FLAMING 

• What does Pride mean to you, in light of and regardless of your sexuality or gender identity? 
• What risks are you willing to take for your light to shine? 
• How can you encourage and uplift others to follow the words of Jesus and be “the light of the 

world?” 

LAST WEEK: SHELTER IN A TIME OF STORM 
• Charles Albert Tindley’s hymns chart his experience with the liberating love of God. What song 

sings your faith? 
• Are you feeling stormy about the state of our nation? How will your faith change the weather?  
• How does this movement of “LOVE. Period” inspire you to use your resources to create “shelter 

in a time of storm?” 

PRAYER CORNER  Please pray with us this week for these people and concerns. 
We are praying for all our Middle family every day.  
April Kraft and partner; Gloria Cunningham Burgess, Alicia Swain, Janna Myers, Sheila Robinson, 
Renee Cunningham, Marshall Drexel Cunningham, Valencia Armijio, Brittany Davis, Reddick 
Cunningham, Sheila Harding, Skip Reid, Amanda Ashcraft, Jacqui Lewis, Pam Payne Family, The 
Pulse, and The Raider Nation. 
To make a prayer request, request a call from a Middle pastor, or inquire about financial 
assistance, visit middlechurch.org/care-prayer/.  

https://www.middlechurch.org/care-prayer/
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Welcome to Middle Church 
We are glad you are worshipping with us today. If you are visiting for the first time, we invite you 
to return often and make Middle Church a home for you, your family, and friends. Sign up for 
updates or weekly emails at middlechurch.org.  

Text BULLETIN to (833) 786-0733 to receive this week’s bulletin to your smart device. 

VIDEOS AND PODCASTS — Worship music and sermon videos: youtube.com/MiddleChurch.  
Re-watch the Worship Celebration livestream: facebook.com/MiddleCollegiateChurch.  
Middle Church Celebrations podcast: middlechurch.org/podcasts. 

DEAR MIDDLE FAMILY— The Consistory, Darren, and I are sending you love and hope 
that we can help God’s dream of a just world come to fruition. 

We are excited to keep putting Revolutionary Love in the world! Our digital worship and programs 
are more important than ever, as we partner with allies and accomplices across the nation to 
redeem the soul of America. We do this ongoing this work, even as we partner with our Collegiate 
colleagues to rise and reconstruct our sacred spaces. Our community, our city, this nation, and 
neighbors around the globe are being super generous to us. As of today, we have received 
$1,290,793 toward Middle Rising. By June 30, 2021, we expect an additional $967.89 from 
recurring commitments you have made, as well as $55,948.68 from your pledges for an expected 
total of $ 1,347,709.57. 

The fire didn’t deter our movement building. We must continue to fund our ministry programming. 
As of today, we have received $620,542.66 to fund our ministries, programs, and operations. We 
expect to receive an additional $5,201.23 from your recurring commitments, and $4,800 in 
pledges by June 30,2021, which will be 70% (or $630,543.89) of our $900,000 goal. 

• To support our ongoing ministry, programs, and operations, visit middlechurch.org/donate 
OR donate through Venmo @MiddleCollegiateChurch or text GIVE to (917)924-4666. 

• To support our Middle Rising rebuilding efforts, visit middlechurch.org/Rising  
OR text RISE to (917)924-4666. 

We still receive mail at Middle Collegiate Church, 50 East 7th Street, New York, NY 10003. 
Some donations may require our EIN: 13-5564117 — Middle Collegiate Church aka Ministers, 
Elders and Deacons of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church of the City of New York.  

Family, Middle Church is still on the rise! Thank you for all you do. It’s not the fire, it’s the rising! 

—In gratitude, Jacqui, Darren, and Middle Consistory. 

 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  
TODAY! Sunday, June 27  

at 10:30 a.m. EST 

https://www.middlechurch.org
https://www.middlechurch.org/donate/
https://www.middlechurch.org/rising/
https://www.middlechurch.org/rising/
https://www.middlechurch.org/event/congregational-meeting/
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Middle Events Calendar 
All events are listed in ET unless noted.  
Visit middlechurch.org for details and the latest updates. 

Registration for all programming ends 1 hour  
before the event begins, so be sure to RSVP! 

EVERY DAY: Prayer Phone—Call 212-477-0666 
and press 4 for English or press 5 for Spanish  
to hear a weekly prayer, scripture, and reflection 
from a Middle pastor. Updated Mondays, 8:30 a.m. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 27 
• 9:45 a.m.: Revolutionary Parenting 
• 10:30 a.m.: Congregational Meeting 
• 11:00 a.m.: Kids Sunday Enrichment 
• 11:00 a.m.: Pride Fest 
• 11:45 a.m.: Pride Sunday Worship Celebration 
• 2:30 p.m.: Reclaim Pride March 
• 3:00 p.m.: Heritage of Pride Virtual March 

MONDAY, JUNE 28  
• 6:30 p.m.: Acting Class 

TUESDAY, JUNE 29 
• 5:45 p.m.: Reparations Task Force 
• 6:00 p.m.: Young Adults Small Group 

 WEDNESDAY, JUNE 30 
• 7:00 p.m.: Ukuleliacs 

THURSDAY, JULY 1 
• 1:00 p.m.: New Adventures 
• 6:30 p.m.: Creative Writing Group 
• 7:00 p.m.: Jerriese Johnson Gospel Choir 

SUNDAY, JULY 4 
• 10:00 a.m.: Voter Reform Project 
• 10:30 a.m.: Bible in the Middle 
• 11:00 a.m.: Kids Sunday Enrichment 
• 11:45 a.m.: Worship Celebration 
• 12:45 p.m.: Chat and Chew 

 

 

https://www.middlechurch.org/event/congregational-meeting/
https://www.middlechurch.org/events/
https://www.middlechurch.org/event/revolutionary-parenting-2021-06-27/
https://www.middlechurch.org/event/kids-sunday-enrichment/2021-06-27/
https://www.middlechurch.org/event/pride-fest/
https://www.middlechurch.org/event/pride-sunday-worship-celebration-june-27-1145-a-m-et/
https://www.middlechurch.org/event/reclaim-pride-march/
https://www.middlechurch.org/event/reclaim-pride-march/
https://www.middlechurch.org/event/heritage-of-pride-virtual-march/
https://www.middlechurch.org/event/acting-class/2021-06-28/
https://www.middlechurch.org/event/reparations-task-force/2021-06-29/
https://www.middlechurch.org/event/young-adults-small-group-2021-06-27/
https://www.middlechurch.org/event/ukuleliacs/2021-06-30/
https://www.middlechurch.org/event/new-adventures/2021-07-01/
https://www.middlechurch.org/event/creative-writing/2021-07-01/
https://www.middlechurch.org/event/jerriese-johnson-gospel-choir/2021-07-01/
https://www.middlechurch.org/event/voter-reform-project/2021-07-04/
https://www.middlechurch.org/event/bible-in-the-middle/2021-07-04/
https://www.middlechurch.org/event/kids-sunday-enrichment/2021-07-04/
https://www.middlechurch.org/event/worship-celebration-july-4-1145-a-m-et/
https://www.middlechurch.org/event/virtual-chat-chew/2021-07-04/
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MIDDLE CHURCH ZOOM COVENANT 
• Please take time before the meeting to download the 

Zoom app and/or familiarize yourself with zoom.us — 
it’s easy and free to do so. If you need help 
troubleshooting, CLICK HERE. 

• Please visit this page at least 5 minutes before your 
meeting to ensure you are using the correct link for 
your intended meeting. 

• Upon entering, confirm that you are in the right 
meeting. 

• Please change your display name. Enter your Full 
Name, pronouns, and your city. i.e. “Amanda 
Hambrick Ashcraft (she/her, NYC)” 

• Upon entering the meeting, please hit video, as we’d 
love to see you. 

• Also, hit mute to avoid any audio issues. Unmute 
yourself when you’d like to weigh in on the 
conversation. 

• Sometimes, the host of the meeting will mute and 
unmute everyone as the meeting requires.  

• If you have a question related to the conversation but 
would prefer to just type it in, there is a “Chat” section 
on the Zoom video where you can type in a question. 
We’ll be checking that chat box often to ensure we 
address all member comments before the meeting 
ends. 

• Zoom participants will adhere to demonstrating 
Revolutionary Love at all times. If a participant’s 
behavior is deemed inappropriate by the meeting host, 
they will be removed. Inappropriate behavior includes 
but is not limited to: harassment, threats, bigotry of any 
kind, and not identifying themself. 

• For additional troubleshooting, see the sidebar. 

• We are thrilled you are here and look forward to a 
wonderful time together. 

VIRTUAL PROGRAMS FROM OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
• AA Meetings can be found here. 

• Downtown Meditation offers online Wednesday Dharma Talk and Sitting at 7:00 pm 
  

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/sections/200305593-Troubleshooting
http://www.ny-aa.org
https://www.downtownmeditation.com
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MIDDLE COLLEGIATE CHURCH IS ON LENAPE LAND ON TURTLE ISLAND. 

MIDDLE COLLEGIATE CHURCH VISION STATEMENT 
Middle Collegiate Church is a multicultural, multiethnic, intergenerational movement of Spirit and 
justice, powered by Revolutionary Love, with room for all. Following in the Way of Jesus’ radical 
love, and inspired by the prophets, Middle Church is called by God to do a bold new thing on the 
earth. We aim to heal the soul and the world by dismantling racist, classist, sexist, xenophobic, 
and homophobic systems of oppression.  

Because our God is still speaking in many languages, we work in inter-religious partnerships to 
uproot injustice, eradicate poverty, care for the brokenhearted, and build the Reign of God on 
earth. This activism is fueled by our faith; our faith is expressed in art; our art is an active prayer 
connecting us with the Holy Spirit. Middle Church affirms the transformative power of moral 
imagination, reclaiming and reframing Christianity inside our walls, on the street, and in virtual 
spaces around the globe. 
 

MIDDLE COLLEGIATE CHURCH 
Rev. Jacqueline J. Lewis, Ph.D. – Senior Minister in Charge 
Rev. Amanda Hambrick Ashcraft – Exec. Minister for Congregational Life, Care, & Movement Building 
Rev. Darrell Hamilton – Exec. Minister for Operations & Resource Development 
Rev. Benjamin Perry – Minister for Outreach & Media Strategy 
Rev. Natalie Perkins – Director of Digital Ministry 
SANCTUARY 112 Second Avenue (at 7th St.) 
OFFICE  50 East 7th Street  
 New York, NY 10003 
TELEPHONE 212-477-0666 
CARE LINE 212-477-0666 ext. 318 
E-MAIL  middleinfo@middlechurch.org 
WEBSITE  middlechurch.org 

Facebook.com/MiddleCollegiateChurch 
Facebook.com/Rev.Jacqui.Lewis 
YouTube.com/MiddleChurch 
Instagram.com/middlechurch 
Instagram.com/revjacquilewis 
Twitter.com/middlechurch 
Twitter.com/RevJacquiLewis 

CONSISTORY 
ELDERS 
Rev. Jacqueline J. Lewis, Ph.D.  
Ivan Anderson 
Vickie Burns 
Pete Grenfell 
Darren Johnston  CHAIR 
Gerald Lazore 
Hadaryah Morgan 
Claudia Slacik 
Shanta Thake 
Tom Smucker  INTERSECTIONS 

DEACONS 
Edna Benitez 
Deborah Berg McCarthy 
Thelma Boyiri 
Pamela Edgar 
Beth Ellor 
Kelly Smith  
Dennis Barton  INTERSECTIONS 

LOCAL DEACONS 
Linda Doria 
Johanna Goepel   
Vincent Parham   
Sandra Santana 
Kaede Zaitsu-Helck   

 

• To support our ongoing ministry, programs, and operations, visit middlechurch.org/donate 
OR donate through Venmo @MiddleCollegiateChurch or text GIVE to (917)924-4666. 

• To support our Middle Rising rebuilding efforts, visit middlechurch.org/Rising  
OR text RISE to (917)924-4666. 

https://www.middlechurch.org
https://www.middlechurch.org/donate/
https://www.middlechurch.org/rising/



