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Sunday Worship Celebration

DECEMBER 29, 2024 « 3:00 PM ¢ JusT LoVE. PERIOD.

PRELUDE We invite you to use this time for prayer or silent meditation to
center yourself and prepare for worship.

GATHERING
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Natalie Renee Perkins
HYMN “What Child Is This”
MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES Rev. Dr. Jacqui Lewis
“Siyahamba” (Based on a South African Traditional Song)

We are marching in the light of God
We are marching in the light of God

We are marching, we are marching
We are marching in the light of God.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE “O Little Town of Bethlehem”
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LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Natalie Renee Perkins

Ever-loving and holy God, hallowed be your name. Your reign come, your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For yours is the reign, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

CONGREGATIONAL AMEN (Trad.)

PASSING OF THE PEACE Rev. Natalie Renee Perkins

As you are able, please make your way to the microphone to also greet those worshipping with us

online.

REFLECTING

ANTHEM “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”

SCRIPTURE Luke 2.41-52 Jillian Langford

4“1 Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover.

42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 3 When
the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in
Jerusalem, but his parents were unaware of this. 44 Assuming that he was in the
group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him
among their relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, they returned to
Jerusalem to search for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who
heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 8 When his parents
saw him they were astonished, and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you
treated us like this? Your father and | have been anxiously looking for you.” 4° He said
to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that | must be in my
Father’'s house?” %0 But they did not understand what he said to them. 5" Then he
went down with them and came to Nazareth and was obedient to them, and his
mother treasured all these things in her heart.

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years and in divine and human favor.

SERMON A Thrill of Hope! Jillian Langford
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RESPONDING

INVITATION TO JOIN THE MOVEMENT Rev. Dr. Jacqui Lewis and Devon Mosley
If you'd like to join our movement for love and justice, go to middfechurch.org/join.

OFFERTORY  “Angels We Have Heard on High”
Donate at middlechurch.org/donate or Venmo @MiddleCollegiateChurch

DOXOLOGY From all that dwell below the skies
Let faith and hope with love arise.
Let peace, goodwill on earth be sung
Through every land, by every tongue.

DEDICATION PRAYER Natalie Renee Perkins
HYMN “Joy to the World”
BENEDICTION Jillian Langford

PARTICIPATING IN THE CELEBRATION

Director of Music and Choirs  John Del Cueto

Middle Church Band  Dionne McClain-Freeney (Piano)

oo
ot

November Playlist: Did you miss anything at Middle last month? Check out our
monthly recap for a selection of moving musical performances and a touching
sermon. Watch them again or share the playlist with friends.

PRAYER CORNER Please pray with us this week for these people and concerns.
We are praying for all our Middle family every day.

For all those Melvin holds in his heart;

To make a prayer request, speak to a minister, or inquire about financial assistance, visit
middlechurch.org/prayer/.

Our Freedom Rising Conference, happening online and here at Judson, is a transformative event
where faith and justice intersect to inspire action and change. We’re bringing together a diverse
group of speakers, leaders, and attendees to advance a shared mission of love and liberation. Buy
your ticket at freedomrisingconference.com for the lowest rate we’ll have by December 31, 2024! All
three days of content and connection for just $99. Just two days left!
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Welcome to Middle Church

We are glad you are worshipping with us today. If you are visiting for the first time, we invite you to return
often and make Middle Church a home for you, your family, and friends. Sign up for updates or weekly
emails at middlechurch.org.

Text BULLETIN to (833) 786-0733 to receive this week’s bulletin to your smart device.

Sunday Worship and programs happen thanks to our clergy, staff, musicians, volunteers, and all of you who
participate in-person and online. We can’t do it without you.

By entering the Sanctuary, you grant Middle Collegiate Church unrestricted right to use and publish,
transmit, or telecast photographs or likenesses that might be taken of you this day for use in communications
related to the church. You agree that all such material will be the sole property of Middle Collegiate Church.
If you are uncomfortable, you are welcome to worship in the carpeted area. If hearing is an issue, the best
place to sit in the sanctuary is front left.

GIVING AT MIDDLE—
Dear Middle Family —

We are called to the Rising—Middle Rising! We are now in the 3RD and FINAL YEAR of PHASE 1 of our rebuilding
campaign that takes us through 2025!

Your pledges, recurring contributions and one-time donations to Middle land in our “ONE FUND” to support Middle’s
operations, staff, programming, and fundraising for our new building. This streamlined giving process helps Middle plan,
grow, and rise from the ashes stronger to achieve our budget needs and help endow the future of this movement. The
fire that destroyed Middle’s historic East Village site has not stopped us from putting our Fierce Love out in the world.
We are in construction on our 50 E. 7th Street building as Phase 1 and aim to have us back in that building in early
2025. We still need everyone who calls this their movement to help invest so that we can build it back to its glory for

our future. Please visit www.middlechurch.org/rising to make your Pledge to our Middle Rising campaign (which can

be paid through 2025) so that we can plan around your support toward our ongoing operations, programming, and
fundraising for our new building. We are the ones we’ve been waiting for and together, with you onboard, we will have

enough!

We're grateful for who you are as part of this community.

Love— Jacqui, Vickie Burns—Consistory Chair, and the entire Middle Church
DONATE BY PHONE

Consistory

To support our ongoing ministry, programs, operations, and
rebuilding:

e Visit middlechurch.org/donate

¢ Venmo @MiddleCollegiateChurch

Church, scan this code with
your smartphone camera.

To mail contributions to Middle Church, please address them to:

¢ Middle Collegiate Church, Attn: Stewardship Dept.
PO Box 1400 New York NY 10003

Charitable Giving may require use of Middle Collegiate Church'’s
EIN: 13-5564117 (aka “Ministers, Elders and Deacons of the
Reformed Protestant Dutch Church of the City of New York”)

To make a donation to Middle
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http://www.middlechurch.org/rising

Please reach out to our Stewardship Director, Devon Mosley (stewardship@middlechurch.org) to

discuss any questions about your giving plan.

Middle Events Calendar

All events are listed in ET unless noted.

Visit middlechurch.org for details and the latest
updates.

SUNDAY, DEC 29

¢ 10:30 a.m.: Bible in the Middle

¢ 11:45 a.m.: Online Worship Celebration
12:45 p.m.: Virtual Chat & Chew

3:00 p.m.: Hybrid Worship Celebration
4:00 p.m.: Community Social Hour

TUESDAY, DEC 31
e 7:00 p.m.: Jazzy New Year's Eve Worship

WEDNESDAY, JAN 1
¢ 8:00 a.m.: Pray to Rise

THURSDAY, JAN 2
e 1:00 p.m.: New Adventures

e 6:30 p.m.: Creative Writing

SUNDAY, JAN 5

¢ 11:45 a.m.: Online Worship Celebration
e 3:00 p.m.: Hybrid Worship Celebration
e 4:00 p.m.: Community Social Hour

FOR MORE INFORMATION about Middle Church
events, activities, and the latest updates, scan this
code with your smartphone camera.

Want to get more involved? Please reach out to our
Director of Programs, Events, and Community
Engagement, Elise Tiralli, to learn more about
programming — etiralli@middlechurch.org.

We warmly invite you to join
our ushering and hospitality
ministries! Every Sunday, we
need ushers to offer radical
welcome and volunteers to host
our Community Social Hour after worship. If you're
interested in serving as an usher or sponsoring snacks
for the community, please reach out to our Care
Minister, Jillian Langford —
jlangford@middlechurch.org.
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MIDDLE COLLEGIATE CHURCH

Rev. Dr. Jacqui Lewis, Senior Minister

Macky Alston, M.Div. Executive Minister

Rev. Natalie Renee Perkins, Executive Minister for Digital Church

Jillian Langford, MTS ABD, Minister for Care & Congregational Life

Rev. Amanda Hambrick Ashcraft, Consulting Minister for Justice & Community Organizing
And Team Middle

MAILING  Middle Collegiate Church Share our message on social media
PO Box 1400 and invite others to like, follow, and
New York NY 10003 connect with us.

WORSHIP  Sundays at 11:45 AM online & 3:00 PM

online & in-person at: Judson Memorial Facebook.com/MiddleCollegiateChurch

Church, 55 Washington Square South, Facebook.com/Rev.Jacqui.Lewis
New York, NY 10012 YouTube.com/MiddleNYC
E-MAIL middleinfo@middlechurch.org Instagram.com/middlechurch

Instagram.com/revjacquilewis
Twitter.com/middlechurch
Twitter.com/Rev]acquilLewis
Jacquilewis.substack.com/
Middlechurch.substack.com/

WEBSITE middlechurch.org
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‘What Child Is This? CHRISTMAS

Words: William Chatterton Dix, 1865.

Music: ‘Greensleeves’ 16th Century English Traditional.

Setting: traditional from "The Sunday School Hymnal and Service Book", 1871.

copyright: public domain. This score is a part of the Open Hymnal Project, 2005 Revision.

1. What Child 1is this who, laid to rest On Ma - ry’s lap is sleep - ing?

2. Why lies He in such mean e - state, Where ox and ass are  feed - ing?
3. 8o bring Him in - cense, gold and myrrh, Come pea - sant, king to own Him;
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Whom  an - gels greet with an - thems sweet, While shep - herds watch are keep - ing?
Good  Christ-ians, fear, for sin - ners  here The si - lent Word is plead - ing.
The King of kings sal - va - tion brings, Let lov - ing hearts en - throne Him.
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This,  this is Christ the King, Whom shep - herds guard and an - gels sing;

Nails, spear  shall pierce Him through, The cross be borne for me, for you.
Raise, raise a song on high, The vir - gin sings her ul - la - by
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Haste, haste, to bring Him laud, The Babe, the Son of Ma - ry.
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The Babe, the Son of Ma - 1y
Joy, joy for Christ is  born, The Babe, the Son of Ma - ry

Lk 2:7, Mt 2:1-11, Phil 2:5-8, s 53:1-6 87876867
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O Little Town of Bethlehem

Phillips Brooks, 1868; alt.
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1 0O lit - tle town of Beth-le - hem, how still we see you lie!
2 For Christis born of Mar - vy, and @gath-ered all a - bove,
3 How si-lent-ly, how si-lent-ly, the won-drous gift is  given!
4 O ho - ly Child of Beth-le - hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove yourdeep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go by;
While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of  won-dering love.
So God im-parts to hu - man hearts the  glo - rious love of heaven.
Cast out our sin and en - ter in; be born in us to - day.
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Yet in your dark streets shines forth the ev - er - last-ing  light,
O  morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claimthe ho - ly birth!
No one dis-cermns God’s com - ing, but in this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid-ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in  you to - night.
And prais-es sing, and voic-es ring with peace to all on earth.
Where yeam-ing souls long to be whole, the dear Christ en - ters in.
O come to us, a - bidewith us, our Lord Em - man-u - el!
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From The New Century Hymnal, Copyright © 1995 The Pilgrim Press.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725559. NCH133
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1 O lit - tle town of Beth-le - hem, how still we see you lie!
2 For Christis born of Mar - y, and gath-ered all a - bove,
3 How si- lent-ly, how si-lent-ly, the won-drous gift is given!
4 0O ho - ly Child of Beth-1le - hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
N N I I e o T e o .
R I S S ——— I i *
— = IIVI I I' [ I =
Pt =———
4 14 I |
A - bove your deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go by;
While mor-tals sleep,the  an - gels keep their watch of  won-dering love.
So God im-parts to hu - man hearts the  glo - rious love of heaven.
Cast out our sin and en - ter in, be bormn in us to - day.
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Yet in your dark streets shines forth the ev - er - last-ing  light,
0 morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claimthe ho - ly birth!
No one dis-cerns God’s com - ing, but in this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the greatglad tid -ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in  you to - night.
And prais - es sing, and voic-es ring with peace to all on earth.
Where yearn-ing souls long to be whole, the dear Christ en - ters in.
O come to us, a - bidewith us, our Lord Em - man - u - el!
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From The New Century Hymnal, Copyright © 1995 The Pilgrim Press.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725559. NCH133
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Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Felix Mendelssohn, 1840
Arr. William Hayman Cummings, 1855
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1. Hark! The her - ald an - gels sing, “Glo - ry to  the new-born King.
2. Christ,by high - est heavena - dored, Christ,the ev - er-last-ing Lord!
#3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the sun  of righ-teous-ness!
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Peace on earth, and mer-cy mild,
Late in time be - hold Him come,
Light and life to all He brings,

God and sin - ners rec-on-ciled!”
Off - spring of the vir-gin’s womb.
in His wings.

Risen with heal - ing
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Joy - ful, all ye na - tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiledin flesh the God-head see; Hail the in-car-nate De - i - ty,
Mild He lays.His glo - ry by, Bornthat we no moremay die,
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With the an-gel - ic  host pro-claim, “Christis  born in Beth-le-hem!”
Pleasedin fleshwith us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el
Born to raise us from the earth, Born to give us sec-ond birth.
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“Glo-ry to

Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, the new-born Klng"’
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The Presbyterian Hymnal Copyright © 1990 Westminster/John Knox Press Charles Wesley, 1739; alt.
MENDELSSOHN 7.7.7.7 D with refrain
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Angels We Have Heard on High

Traditional French carol
Transl. “Crown of Jesus Music 11,” 1862; alt
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1 An-gels we have heard on high, sweet-ly sing-ing o’er the plains,

2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy-ous strains pro-long?

3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see Christ whose birth the an - gels sing;
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And the moun-tains in re - ply, ech - o back their joy - ous strains.

Say what may the  tid - ings be,  which in-spire your heaven-ly song.

Come a - dore on bend - ed knee, God, our world now en - ter-ing.
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From The New Century Hymnal, Copyright © 1995 The Pilgrim Press. Tune: GLORIA 7.7.7.7. with refrain
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Joy to the World!
() s | 5

Isaac Watts, 1719; alt. Attr. George Frederick Handel, 1742

Arr. Lowell Mason, 1836
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1. Joy to the world! the Lord is come: Let earth re -
2. Joy to the world! the Sav - ior reigns: Let  us our
3. He rules the world with truth and grace, And makes the
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ceive her King; Let ev - ery heart  pre - pare Him room,
songs em - ploy; While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains

na - tions prove The glo - ries of His righ - teous - ness,
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And heavenand na - ture  sing, And heavenand na - ture
Re - peat the sound-ing joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
And won - ders of His love, And won-ders of His
And  heavenand na - ture sing,
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sing, And heaven, and heaven and na - ture sing.
joy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound-ing joy.
love, And won - dersy, won - ders of His love
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heaven and na-ture sing,

From The Presbyterian Hymnal, Copyright © 1990 Westminster/John Knox Press. Permission is granted for this one-time use. #40
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