middle church

ADRVENT WORSHIP CELEBRATICON

NOVEMBER 30, 2025+ 11:45 AM ¢« FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT: HOPE
WORLD AIDS DAY

* GATHERING -

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Dr. Jacqui Lewis
HYMN ‘O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (Based on ancient antiphons from Advent Vespers)
MFAA: LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF HOPE Elise Tiralli
SIYAHAMBA

We are marching in the light of God
We are marching in the light of God.
We are marching in the light of God
We are marching in the light of God.

We are marching, we are marching
We are marching, in the light of God.
We are marching, we are marching
We are marching, in the light of God.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE “Gracias ala Vida” (Violeta Parra)
Richard Tschudy
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“Gracias a la Vida” is a song of deep gratitude for the fullness of life —
its beauty, its senses, its joys, and even its sorrows. Violeta Parra
thanks life for the ability to see, hear, feel, love, walk through the
world, and express herself. The song honors both happiness and pain
as essential parts of being human, celebrating how every experience
has shaped her and given meaning to her existence.

LORD’S PRAYER Macky Alston

Ever-loving and holy God, hallowed be your name.

Your reign come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as we
forgive those who sin against us, and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil, for yours is the reign, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

CHORAL AMEN (Trad.)

PASSING OF THE PEACE Macky Alston

As you are able, please make your way to the microphone to also greet those worshipping with us online

* REFLECTING -

ANTHEM “Here’s to Life” (Phyllis Molinary, Artie Butler)
Matelyn Alicia
SCRIPTURE Isaiah 2:1-5 Rev. Dr. Jacqui Lewis

2 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house

shall be established as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills;

all the nations shall stream to it.

3 Many peoples shall come and say,

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob,

that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

4 He shall judge between the nations
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;

they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks;

nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more.
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50 house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!

SERMON Ain't Gonna Study War No More Rev. Dr. Jacqui Lewis

* RESPONDING
INVITATION TO REFLECT

INVITATION TO JOIN MOVEMENT Rev. Amanda Hambrick Ashcraft

If you’d like to join our movement for love and justice, go to middlechurch.org/join.

OFFERTORY “Imagine” (John Lennon)
Soloist — Caelyn Osbern

Donate at middlechurch.org/donate or Venmo @MiddleCollegiateChurch

DOXOLOGY (Trad)
From all that dwell below the skies
Let faith and hope with love arise.
Let peace, goodwill on earth be sung
Through every land, by every tongue.

DEDICATION PRAYER Macky Alston
HYMN “I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me” (trad. Spiritual)
BENEDICTION Rev. Dr. Jacqui Lewis

PARTICIPATING IN THE CELEBRATION

Director of Music and Choirs * John Del Cueto
Middle Church Band « Dionne McClain-Freeney (Piano)

[=] ) (=]
October Playlist: Did you miss anything at Middle last month?

Check out our monthly recap for a selection of moving musical A
performances and a touching sermon. Watch them again or share the
playlist with friends. E
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PRAYER CORNER Please pray with us this week for these people and concerns.
We are praying for all our Middle family every day.

For Tere Blessing, their mother and their family; for Rashida and Jonathan Brown and their
family; for Patrice Stone and her family; for Shari and Patti Carpenter and their mother; for
Fabienne Doucet, grieving the loss of her aunt Martha; for Gene Smith, grieving the loss of his
wife Joanne; and for Allen and Matthew and all who are harmed by our current immigration
policies.

To make a prayer request, speak to a minister, or inquire about financial assistance, visit

middlechurch.org/prayer/.

Welcome to Middle Church

We are glad you’re here today! If you are visiting for the first time, please fill out the card you were
given with the bulletin and drop it in the offering bag when it comes by. We hope you’ll come back often
to be with us!

To learn more about the history of this church— we call it a movement — or to learn about New
Members classes, or to get involved with our community groups, visit us at www.middlechurch.org.

By entering the Sanctuary, you grant Middle Collegiate Church unrestricted right to use and publish,
transmit, or telecast photographs or likenesses that might be taken of you this day for use in
communications related to the church. You agree that all such material will be the sole property of
Middle Collegiate Church.

GIVING AT MIDDLE

Back by Popular Demand! Our brick campaign is here again and you can still leave a lasting mark on
Middle Church’s future in the very foundation of our renewed home.

Bricks are a powerful way to honor loved ones, celebrate milestones, and show your commitment to
love, justice, and joy. Each engraved brick will be placed on our Rising Wall or Freedom Wall, symbols of
our collective story and our bold vision for the future.

Your gift not only secures your place in Middle’s history, it fuels the fierce love that flows through our
worship, justice work, art, and care for one another.

Give a brick today: https://secure.everyaction.com/kUHfiP3LYUaN5yxP5IgLKw2

Middle has always been more than a building—it’s the love, justice, music, art, and community that flow
within and beyond our sacred space. To keep that spirit thriving, we need your continued support for all
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the vital things that make Middle, Middle: our staff, programs, worship, justice work, and care for one
another.

Your giving today fuels this ministry of fierce love. Together, we are not just restoring a church, we are
building the movement for justice and joy our world so deeply needs.

Please give at middlechurch.org/donate/.

Sunday Worship and programs happen thanks to our clergy, staff, musicians, volunteers, and all of you
who participate in-person and online. We can’t do it without you! Please visit
www.middlechurch.org/donate to make your gifts to support our ongoing operations and programming
of this new building. We are the ones we’ve been waiting for and together, with you onboard, we will
have enough!

Love— Jacqui, Vickie Burns—Board Chair, and the entire Middle Church Board

To support our ongoing ministry, programs, operations, and

rebuilding: DONATE BY PHONE
To make a donation to Middle
e Visit middlechurch.org/donate Church, scan this code with
e Venmo @MiddIeCoIIegiateChurch your smartphone camera.

e To mail contributions to Middle Church, please address them to:

Middle Collegiate Church
Attn: Stewardship Dept.
50 E. 7th Street, New York, NY 10003

**Charitable Giving may require use of Middle Collegiate Church’s EIN: 13-
5564117 (aka “Ministers, Elders and Deacons of the Reformed Protestant

Dutch Church of the City of New York”)

Please reach out to our Stewardship Office (stewardship@middlechurch.org) to discuss any questions
about your giving plan.
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Middle Events Calendar

All events are listed in ET unless noted.

Visit middlechurch.org for details and the latest
updates.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30

10:00 a.m.: Just Love Family Programming
10:00 a.m.: Bible in the Middle

11:45 a.m.: Worship Celebration

12:45 p.m.: Chat & Chew - Hybrid

1:00 p.m.: Community Social Hour

1:00 p.m.: Village Chorus for Children & Youth

MONDAY, DECEMBER 1
8:00 a.m.: Prayer Shawl Project — Online only

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2
7:00 p.m.: Digital Learning Collective

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3

8:00 a.m.: Pray to Rise
7:00 p.m.: Ukuleliacs

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4
1:00 p.m.: New Adventures

6:30 p.m.: Creative Writing
7:00 p.m.: Jerriese Johnson Gospel Choir

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7

10:00 a.m.: Just Love Family Programming
10:00 a.m.: Bible in the Middle

10:00 a.m.: Voter Reform Group

11:45 a.m.: Worship Celebration
1:00 p.
1:00 p.
2:00 p.

m.: Community Social Hour

m.: Village Chorus for Children & Youth

m.: Middle Players Presents: The
Mistletoe Murder of 1940

4:00 p.m.: New New Yorkers Community
Partnership Dinner

FOR MORE INFORMATION about Middle Church events,
activities, and the latest updates, scan this code with your
smartphone camera.

Want to get more involved? To learn more about
programs, regular volunteer opportunities, and
community groups, please reach out to our Director,
Events and Community Center,

Elise Tiralli - etiralli@middlechurch.org.

Want to host your next event at Middle?
Visit middlechurch.org/rentals to find our
rates and inquiry form here:
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MIDDLE COLLEGIATE CHURCH

Rev. Dr. Jacqui Lewis, Senior Minister
Macky Alston, M.Div. Executive Minister
Rev. Natalie Renee Perkins, Executive Minister for Digital Church

Rev. Amanda Hambrick Ashcraft, Consulting Minister for Justice & Community Organizing
And Team Middle

MAILING

WORSHIP

E-MAIL

WEBSITE

PHONE

Middle Collegiate Church
50 E 7" Street
New York NY 10003

Sundays at 11:45 AM ET online & in-
person at: Middle Collegiate Church
50 East 7" Street New York, NY
10003

middleinfo@middlechurch.org

middlechurch.org

(212) 477-0667

Share our message on social media
and invite others to like, follow, and connect
with us.

Facebook.com/MiddleCollegiateChurch
Facebook.com/Rev.Jacqui.Lewis
YouTube.com/MiddleNYC
Instagram.com/middlechurch
Instagram.com/revjacquilewis
Twitter.com/middlechurch
Twitter.com/RevJacquilLewis
Jacquilewis.substack.com/
Middlechurch.substack.com/
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HYMN

O Come, O Come, Emmanue

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”

Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710

1 Based on ancient antiphons from Advent Vespers
Transl. John Mason Neale, 1851, and others; alt.

St. 2, 4, transl. Henry Sloane Coffin, 1916; alt.
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From The New Century Hyminal, Copyright © 1995 The Pilgrim Press.
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Tune: VENI EMMANUEL L.M. with refrain
Melody from a 15th-century French “Processional”

Arr. Thomas Helmore, 1854

(Based on ancient antiphons from Advent Vespers)
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HYMN “I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me” (trad. Spiritual)

: African-American spritual
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I'm gon-na live so (live so)
I'm gon-na work so (work so) God can use me
gon-na pray so - (pray so)
I'm gon-na sing so (sing so)
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I'm gon-na live so (live so)

I'm gon-na work so  (work so) God can
(an—y—time!) I'm gon-na pray so (pray so)

I'm gon-na sing so (sing so)
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use me an-y - where, Lord, an-y - time!
(my Lord) (an—y—time!)
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From Voices United C op}nght 1996 The Umted Church Publishing House
Arrangement copyright © 1987 Estate of Wendell Whalum
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